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Description: 

Radiolithus planus STOVER, 1966 
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FIGs. 22a-c, 24a, b - Radiolithus planus STOVER, n. sp. x 2500 ca. 22, holotype, 
USNM 41579; a, bright field; b, phase contrast; c, x-nicols. 24, paratype, 

USNM 41580; a, bright field; b, x-nicols. Both from sample 28. 
FIG. 23 - Radiolithus planus STOVER. Plan view. The drawing is based primarily 
on the appearance of the microfossil under crossed nicols and with a Quartz 
Red I accessory plate. The drawing represents a composite of morphologic 

features observed on several well-preserved specimens of the species. 
FIG. 24a-c - Types of segments in Radiolithus. 

Radiolithus 
planus 

Calcareous microfossils composed of eight or nine radial segments that appear in plan v1ew 
as a rosette with a rounded to angular outer margin. The segments are wedge-shaped, with 
outer margins rounded (figure 24a), bilobed (figure 24b) or pointed (figure 24c), but are generally 
all of the same shape on individual specimens. The center may or may not have a small boss 
or spine. The outer one-third to one-fourth of the plate is usually thicker than the rest and 
commonly forms a low rim. Diameter S-7 !J-, height 1 to about 3 !-'-· 

Remarks: 

Comparison: This distinctive species does not resemble any described nannofossil. 

Remarks: Most specimens with pointed segments show a tendency for the segments to be 
of two different sizes, the large and small ones alternating. Specimens with nine petals (the 
more common type) have two of the large petals in juxtaposition. 

Type level: 

Albian. 

FARINACCI 1970 - 111/217 



Type locality: 

Douvilleiceras mammillatum beds, one km. northeast of St. Florentin, France ; fine-to coarse
grained tan sandstone with clay matrix. 

Depository: 

U. S. National Museum, Washington, D.C. Holotype: USNM 41579; paratype: USNM 41580. 

Author: 

Stover L. E., 1966, p. 160; pl. 7, figs. 22a-c, 24a, b; pl. 9, fig. 23. 

Reference: 

Cretaceous coccoliths and associated nannofossils from France and the Netherlands. Micro
paleontology, vol. 12, n° 2, pp. 133-167, pls. 1-9. 
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